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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

2. The only base claim, claim 1 , covers a rigid multilayer container comprising: 

• inner and outer layers containing aromatic (co)polyester resin, and 

• a core layer comprising: 

-an oxygen scavenging polymers having pendent cyclic olefinic groups 

-a transition metal catalyst, 
wherein the oxygen transmission rate of the container is less than about 1 .0 cc oxygen 
per square meter per day at atmospheric pressure and 25 degrees C. 

3. The examiner finds that applicants' arguments, as presented on pages 6 and 7of 
the 20 November 2003 response, are persuasive regarding the patentability of claims 1- 
1 7 in that the references do not teach or suggest all of the features of claim 1 . For this 
reason, the 35 USC 103 rejection has been withdrawn. 

Also, she notes that the specification contains a reference to copending parent 
application SN. 09/127,316 on page 1, lines 4-5. 

4. The closest prior art found can be summarized as follows: 

Nordstrom (US 3,536,687) teaches polymers having pendent cyclic olefinic 
groups that crosslink under ambient conditions. 

Ching (US 5,744,246) teaches oxygen scavenging ribbons containing oxygen 
barrier layers and other polymeric layers. 

Katsumoto et al (US 6,139,770) teaches multilayer materials containing polyester 
outer layers and oxygen scavenging layers. 
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5. None of the cited prior art teaches or suggests containers having all of the 
features of claim 1. 

6. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sandra M. 
Nolan whose telephone number is 571/272-1495. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Monday through Friday. 

The examiner's supervisor, Harold Pyon, can be reached on 571/272-1495. The 
fax phone number for USPTO is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



